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Wall•E 
Points of Departure 
From Kellyʼs What Technology Wants: 
 

→ “The technium wants what we design it to want and 
what we try to direct it to do. But in addition to those 
drives, the technium has its own wants” (15). 

→ “All technology […] are fundamentally natural” (22). 
→ “Technologyʼs dominance ultimately stems not from 

its birth in human minds but from its origins in the 
same self-organization that brought galaxies, 
planets, life, and minds into existence” (69). 

→ “Only by listening to technologyʼs story, divining its 
tendencies and biases, and tracing its current 
direction can we hope to solve our personal puzzles” 
(6). 

 
Frames 
Use the following questions to focus or organize your viewing of the film. Such focus is important because we 
are screening this film for a specific purpose: to use it to explore and discuss new media and technology. 
 

→ How is (and what) new media (are) present in the film?  
→ How are new media used in the film?  
→ How are new media used by the film? For (or to) what effect? 
→ How does the film play with the ideas of “old” and “new” is terms of media and technology? 
→ How does vision work in the film?  
→ How is the film itself (as a Pixar™ film) a comment on new media? 
→ How does the film treat language, writing, and other forms of symbolic action (e.g., gesture, signs, 

art, music, television, and film)? 
→ How does the film treat relationships and connectivity as mediated (technologically)? 

 
Screening a Film 
This handout recommends active reading strategies that will allow you to productively engage the film. 
Remember, you are responsible for your interpretations of the film, and you will be asked to share and 
persuasively advocate for those interpretations. Here are some general tips:  
 

→ Avoid boiling down the meaning of the film to the directorʼs or writerʼs intentions. Authorial intent is 
difficult to determine, and the effort to discover it limits your ability to put the film to work for you.  

→ Look for connections and parallels between scenes and characters. 
→ Look for similarities in content and vocabulary 
→ Look for themes (e.g., control, trust, psychology, information sharing) 
→ Look for the larger narrative thread that lurks within and across each scene 

→ Pay attention to nondiscursive details. 
→ Note music/soundtrack elements 
→ Note color scheme and tone 
→ Note pacing and editing 

“Directive?” 


